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Great
Curassow
(Crax rubra)

Size:

Body length, 78 -
100 cm; wing
chord, 36 -42.4 cm
Weight:
3.1-4.8kg
Habitat:
Rainforest and
mangroves, but
may seasonally be
found in dry forest
Surviving number:

Estimated at
10,000 - 60,000

Photographed by
Jurgen and Christine
Sohns

WILDLIFE AS CANON SEES IT

Full-bore roar. The male great curassow’s distinctive
courtship call, likened to the roar of a tiger, is so loud
that it broadcasts his location far and wide. However,
this call attracts the attention not just of the female
object of his affection but also of human hunters.
Because the curassow is monogamous, each male
who falls prey to hunters means the effective loss of
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a breeding pair. Between hunting, habitat loss and
the destruction brought about by severe weather,
populations are under great pressure.

As Canon sees it, images have the power to raise
awareness of the threats facing endangered species
and the natural environment, helping us make the
world a better place.
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